
Social Studies Home Learning Activities

	Standard Benchmark

Civics 1b
	Students will analyze the different functions of federal, state, and local governments in the United States and examine the reasons for the different organizational structures each level of government employs.


	Grade Band
	6-8

	Vocabulary/Key Concepts
	Federal government – in Washington DC is our national government.
State government is in Dover.
Local government depends on where you live.

Federalism is a way of structuring government so that is has three different levels rather than just one central government. 



Figuring Out Federalism

Activity 1
   In List 1 below, create a list of Top 10 problems that most likely to occur in any school (e.g. student is not doing her homework, student is selling candy in class, steps leading into school are icy etc.). 

List 1:  Top 10 Problems Most Likely to Occur in Any School

1. _____________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________________
7. _____________________________________________________________________
8. _____________________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________________________________________________
10. _____________________________________________________________________


Activity 2

   See Chart 1 below. Write the problems that you listed in Activity 1 in Column 1 below. Then, decide who is in the best position to handle each problem and place a check under that person in Columns 2, 3, or 4. Be prepared to explain why you think that person is best position to handle each problem

Chart 1

	Problem


	
Parent
	
Teacher
	
Principal

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	



   


Activity 3  Transfer Understanding

   In List 2 below, create a list of Top 10 problems that could occur in the United States (e.g. potholes in streets, pandemic breaks out, school needs repair etc.). 


List 2:  Top 10 Problems Could Occur in the United States

1. _____________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________________
7. _____________________________________________________________________
8. _____________________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________________________________________________
10. _____________________________________________________________________



Activity 4  Transfer Understanding

   See Chart 2 below. Write the problems that you listed in Activity 3 in Column 1 below. Then, decide which level of government is in the best position to handle each problem and place a check under that level in Columns 2, 3, or 4. Be prepared to explain why you think one level of government is better equipped to handle each problem that you assigned to it. For example, you might suggest that the federal government is best equipped to handle a pandemic because that problem involves all 50 states and needs a lot of resources to solve it. 

Chart 2

	Problem


	
Local Government
	
State Government
	
Federal Government

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	







Draw the important conclusions – the “big ideas”: 


Big Idea #1: Think again about why you assigned different problems to different levels of government. How might this activity help explain why federalism is the structure of government chosen for the United States i.e. why government is broken up into local, state, and federal units? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Big Idea #2: Do you think that federalism as a structure of government is the best structure for the United States of America? Explain.
     If not, what might be a better structure and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

