Handout 6-6

Points to Consider -the Residence Bill

	Debate Topic

Where should the permanent capital of the United States be located?



	Residence Bill 

The seat of government or capital of the United States shall be located in _______________________ (fill in the blank).



	Arguments for Moving the Capital & Questions About Any Proposed Location

*Arguments for Moving the Capital

1. The capital should be in a more “central” location so that each state has equal access to the capital.

2. The capital should be located somewhere where it is not easy for an invading army to attack.

3. The capital should be located on a navigable river with an east-to-west orientation so that, as the country grows, the new western states can have relatively easy access to the capital.

4. The capital should be located in a place that will entice the nation’s best political leaders to serve in government.

*Questions to be Addressed 

5. “Centrality” may be defined in a number of ways and the location of “the center” depends on how it is defined. Which of the following should receive the greatest consideration when trying to identify the location of a nation’s “center:” 

· the geographic center?

· the commercial center?

· the population center?

· or the center of wealth?
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